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Salvation: God’s Love Forever
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Recently, we have been studying what we have referred to as the “wonders” of
our salvation--that is, some of the particular aspects of the theology of our salvation
that don’t necessarily fit in any of the traditional categories, but that are wonderful
and worthy to talk about.  In our last study, we considered the joy we should have
in one another’s salvation.  And in this lesson, we’ll consider something similar: the
joy that we should express to God directly for our salvation through worship--both
for our own salvation and for that of each other.

A great picture of what our worship will look like in glory is given to us in
Revelation 7:9-10.  We’re told of the great work that God will do in times to come,
through the Jewish people, to spread the word of salvation in the end times.  And
we’re told; “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one
could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”1 Of all the things that we could be told of
what the redeemed will be doing in heaven, it’s told to us that they will be
worshiping and praising the God of salvation.  And if it’s the destiny of the saints to
sing praises to God for salvation then, we certainly should begin to do so now!

I. SUCH WORSHIP BEGINS WITH A SINCERE GRATITUDE.
A. Someone can’t respond in worship to God for His gracious gift of salvation 

until they understand, first of all, that they are sinners who need to be saved.  
Apart from an understanding of our need before God, our ‘worship’--if it can 
even be called that--is really very shallow.  Jesus told a parable in Luke 18:9-
14 that illustrates this.  It’s a parable that, we’re told, was spoken to “some 
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: ‘Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, “God, I thank You that I am 
not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax 
collector.  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.”  And the tax 
collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but 
beat his breast, saying, “God, be merciful to me a sinner!”  I tell you, this man
went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.’”  This 
reminds us that our praises to the God of our salvation begin with a deeply 
humble recognition that we need to be saved--that we are utterly helpless to 
save ourselves; and that if we are saved, it is only by His mercy.  It’s only 
those who humble themselves as sinners before a holy God in this way, and 
who beg Him for mercy in this way, who can appreciate the value of our 
salvation.

B. Another story that is told helps us to appreciate this.  A Pharisee named Simon
invited Jesus to dine in his home.  And in came ‘a woman in the city who was 
a sinner’.  We’re told that she stood behind Jesus and wept, and washed His 
feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair, and kissed them, and 
anointed Him with a very expensive bottle of fragrant oil--all expressions of 
deep gratitude.  Simon and his other guests were quite offended; and thought 
that if Jesus were a true prophet of God, He’d know what kind of sinful 
woman this was and would never allow her touch Him in this way.  But in 
Luke 8:40-47, we’re told;



And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 
you.”  So he said, “Teacher, say it.”  “There was a certain creditor who 
had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  And 
when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both.  
Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?”  Simon answered 
and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.”  And He said to 
him, “You have rightly judged.”  Then He turned to the woman and said to
Simon, “Do you see this woman?  I entered your house; you gave Me no 
water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped 
them with the hair of her head.  You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has 
not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in.  You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil.  
Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she 
loved much.  But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little” (Luke 
8:40-47).

C. If you are someone who isn’t inclined to worship God enthusiastically for the 
greatness of His grace through our salvation in Christ, it may be because your 
love for Him is too ‘little’.  And it might be good to go back and examine the 
foundations!  Have you truly come to terms with how desperately needy you 
are before God because of your sin?  Have you, as it were, beat your breast 
before Him and pleaded with Him for mercy?  If you have--and if you have 
truly tasted of His salvation--then genuine, sincere gratitude will come 
naturally.  You will not be able to help but love Him to the degree that you 
recognize that He saved you!  As Jesus said in Luke 10:20--whatever else you 
may rejoice in, even “that the spirits are subject to you”--you will rather most 
of all “rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

II. SUCH WORSHIP EXPRESSES ITSELF IN PRAISE AND THANKS.
A. The Bible is filled with examples of such expressions of praise and thanks for 

salvation.  After God had delivered His people from bondage in Egypt and 
through the Red Sea (a clear picture of salvation from sin), Moses wrote his 
thanks in a song: “The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my 
salvation; He is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will 
exalt Him.”  It’s an expression of thanks that is directed to--and has its basis 
in--the person of God Himself.  As King David once wrote (in 2 Samuel 
22:47; also see Psalm 18:46), “The Lord lives!  Blessed be my Rock!  Let God
be exalted, the Rock of my salvation!”  It’s put in word of thanks directly to 
God.  Psalm 21:1 says, “The king shall have joy in Your strength, O Lord; and
in Your salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!”  It’s a joy that seeks 
expression in beautiful imagery.  Isaiah 51:10 says, “I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels.”  And that expression of joy in our salvation will endure through 
times of deep trial.  As Habakkuk affirmed in Habakkuk 3:17-18, “Though the
fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the labor of the 
olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut off 
from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls—Yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will joy in the God of my salvation.”

B. In fact, it’s important to remember that one of the very reasons why God has 
saved us is so that we would express our praise and thanks to Him forever!  
One of the objectives God had in mind in saving us is so that we would praise 
Him in return.  Our salvation is the means by which we are made able to 
praise Him, and then is to be the content of that praise!  In Psalm 96:2, it’s put



in the form of an invitation that almost sounds like an ongoing command: 
“Sing to the Lord, bless His name; proclaim the good news of His salvation 
from day to day.”  The apostle Peter tells us, “But you are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, 
who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.”

* * * * * * * * * * *
Knowing this, then, if we have been saved by God’s grace--if we truly understand

the depths of sin from which we have been saved from, and the exalted heights which
we have been saved to--then how could we be silent about it?  Let’s not be like the nine
lepers that Jesus healed and who then went on their way.  Instead, let’s be like the one
leper who, “when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified
God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks” (Luke 17:15-16).
______________________________

1Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are taken from The Holy
Bible, New King James Version; copyright 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc.


